
There are many things to commend in the environmental aspirations for this development but 

disappointingly the provision on natural greenspace is not one of them. 

The amount of informal green space meets the minimum amount required by the council's policies but 

two thirds of this is provided on a business park, described on p26 of the Open Spaces Report as "these 

green spaces aren't perceived as being accessible to the wider public". Would you want to visit a 

business park for your leisure and recreation? It should be noted that the green space on the business 

park already exists, so it is not new space. 

Only a third of the green space is provided in conjunction with the housing. Most of this is provided as 

linear green space or pocket parks, in other words small areas of green space that are loomed over by 

high-rise buildings. There is one larger park but the size of this is not provided in any of the documents. 

Extrapolating from the plans, we estimate this to be around 3 ha in size. Fig 20 in your report includes an 

infographic which aims to compare the amount of open space in the AAP with other Cambridge parks, 

the comparison is misleading because the parks which are used for comparison are just that, parks. A 

better comparison would be the main park proposed for the new development. At c3ha this is small in 

comparison to the other parks, given that it is to cater for 16,000 people. 

Parker's Piece 
9.6 hectares 

Christ's P ieces & New Square Nuns Way 
4 hectares & 0.8 hectares Recreation Ground 
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open space on-site 

27.6 hectares of new on-site 
open and children play spaces 

1 

4.6 hectares 

Milton Community 
Centre Park 

1.6 hectares 

At a bare minimum the proposals for the AAP might possibly just provide for the day-day open space 

needs of the new residents: play space for children, somewhere to walk the dog or kick a ball about. But 

what it won't do is provide the kind of green spaces that people in high density developments need 

access to - which is large natural greenspace: somewhere they can go for a long walk or run, experience 

nature, and escape the pressures of urban life. 

Appendix B - Question from Mr. James Littlewood




